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What If The Ascension Had Never Occurred? 
 
5 And now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you 
before the world existed. (Joh 17:5 ESV) 
 
 My question to you is when are you personally going to ascend to the right hand of God 

the Father? If your answer is on the Day of Judgment, then this sermon is for you. Because we 

did not have an Ascension worship on Thursday, in this sermon we are going to speak of the 

importance of Christ’s ascension. 

 

 The unique character of Lutheran theology is that we teach that theology is the art of 

making distinctions and defining Biblical concepts. For example, our doctrine of the Trinity is 

an explanation of the distinctions between the three Persons of the Godhead even though there 

is only one God.  

 

Another distinction is that between justification and sanctification which reveals that you 

contributed nothing to becoming saved and yet after being totally saved you do what is referred 

to as fruit of the Holy Spirit. In my opinion the most important distinction is that between Law 

and Gospel in that no one can be saved by obedience to the Law but instead salvation is by 

grace through faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

 To demonstrate how Biblical events lead to other important distinctions, let me ask you 

another set of questions. What difference would it make had Jesus not been born? Answer: 

There would be no human being to pay the price for our sin. The distinction we teach in regard 

to His becoming incarnate is that Jesus has two natures—human and divine. 

 

 What difference would it make had Jesus not died on the cross or be raised from the 

dead? Answer: Your sins would not have been paid for and Jesus would still be in the grave 

which means you are still in your sins. The distinction we teach in regard to being crucified and 

being raised from the dead is that between His two states—humiliation and exaltation. 

According to Philippians, chapter 2, He humbled Himself to die in order that He was exalted by 

His resurrection. 

  

 Before we get to our last question, did you note that there is a purpose behind making 

proper distinctions? Distinctions help us to regard every passage of the Bible from a Law and 

Gospel perspective. What does that mean? It means that every passage of Scripture is Law as it 

reveals the problem we have. For example, the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus points out 

that as human beings we could never pay for our sin by dying and then rising from the dead. 

The Gospel is the Good News that Jesus did that for you without any help or cooperation on 

your part.  
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 Which leads us to our final question as to what difference would it make had Jesus never 

ascended into heaven? In other words, as His birth, death and resurrection took care of a 

spiritual problem you had, what problem do you have that is solved by the ascension of Jesus 

into heaven? To answer that question, we need first to understand what are the theological 

distinctions about Jesus taught by the ascension. Remember, the birth reveals He is both God 

and man and his death and resurrection reveal His state of humiliation and exaltation. 

 

 What are the distinctions in regard to Jesus because of His ascension? During 

confirmation you all heard of them. The distinctions are not in regard to His nature or His states 

but His offices. Jesus has the offices of Prophet, Priest and King. Those offices were established 

by God in the Old Testament through the Prophet Abraham, through the Priest Melchizedek and 

through the Kings like David and Solomon.  

 

 During the New Testament Jesus was the Prophet in proclaiming the Word of God; He 

was the King as head of the disciples and the Church and He was the priest in not only 

sacrificing Himself as Lamb but also in teaching the disciples to pray the “Our Father.” Now 

that He has ascended He continues those offices from the right hand of God. 

 

 As prophet He speaks the Word to you when the ordained pastor says, “In the stead of 

and by the command of Jesus, I forgive you all your sins.” During a proper sermon, the pastor is 

the voice of Jesus and certainly during the Lord’s Supper Jesus gives us His true body and 

blood. And King Jesus holds the whole world in His hands which will become obvious even to 

the unbelievers when He returns on the clouds of heaven to judge the sheep and the goats.  

 

 But how is Jesus still priest? There is no longer a need to sacrifice Himself because His 

one sacrifice on Good Friday was sufficient. But there was another task the priest had. And that 

was to pray on behalf of the people. Which leads us to the first item that is our problem which 

Jesus takes care of. Do you know how to pray? Listen to Romans 8, verses 26 and 27: 

  

For we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for 
us with groanings too deep for words. 
 27 And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
 

 You see, if Jesus had not ascended into heaven then His promise that He will send 

another Comforter would not have taken place. But He did ascend. The second Comforter, the 

Holy Spirit, has not only made your body His temple with the sacrament of holy Baptism, but 

He also intercedes for you.  

 

 What does that mean? Our problem is that we do not know how to pray as we should. We 

can’t even say the Lord’s Prayer without our mind wandering. Try it.  
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Reminds me of a cowboy who challenged another cowboy that if he could say the Lord’s 

Prayer without his mind wandering, the first cowboy would give him his horse. “No problem,” 

says the second cowboy. He begins, “Our Father, who art in heaven…Does the saddle come 

with the horse?” 

 Not only do our minds wander but according to Romans 8 we do not pray properly. 

That’s our Law problem. What is the Gospel solution? Because Jesus has ascended to the right 

hand of God, the Holy Spirit now takes your prayers and refashions them so that when they 

reach the right hand of God they are perfect. What a wonderful benefit of Christ’s ascension. 

 Now you may wonder where the right hand of God is. Some Calvinists teach that the 

right hand of God is localized outside of earth and therefore, when you receive the Lord’s 

Supper you can’t possibly receive the body of Christ because in His body He is at the right hand 

of God. However, as Lutherans we believe, teach and confess that you cannot separate the two 

natures of Jesus. At all times, in all places, Jesus is present in both His human and divine 

natures because the human now shares with the divine the divine attributes of being 

omnipresent, all knowing and all powerful! 

 So where is the right hand of God today? A problem some believers have is that they feel 

God is not with them. But the right hand of God is wherever the Word of God is preached in its 

purity and the sacraments administered rightly. When you attend worship services, you are 

entering into the right hand of God. 

 Which now leads us to another solution to a problem we think we have but really don’t. It 

goes back to the first question of this sermon as I asked, when are you personally going to 

ascend to the right hand of God the Father? If your answer is on the Day of Judgment, then this 

sermon is for you. 

 The problem we have is that we think we have to wait until Judgment Day to be at the 

right hand of God. However, listen to verses 4 through 6 of Ephesians 2: 

4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 
 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ--by 
grace you have been saved-- 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
 Not only have you been raised from the deadness of sin but right now you are at the right 

hand of God. How so? Because Jesus has ascended into heaven. Because the Church is the body 

of Christ with Christ as the head. And wherever the head is, so also is the body.  

 Like the birth, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, so also the ascension of Jesus takes 

care of the problems we have such as not knowing how to pray as we should, or wondering if 

God has left us and wanting to have a closer relationship with our heavenly Father. Because of 

the Ascension Jesus prays for us, promises never to leave us and continues His close 

relationship with us. And all those benefits occur because of the Ascension through which Jesus 

has become our heavenly Prophet, Priest and King. Amen.  

 

May the Ascension of Jesus Christ which passes all understanding continue to sustain us in the 

one true faith of the Christian Church forever and ever. Amen. 
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Prayer of the Church           Seventh Sunday of Easter                    24 May 2020 

 

Let us pray:   

 

Lord God, Ruler of all, protect and defend Your Church from every attack of the devil who 

prowls and seeks to devour. Where he tempts, strengthen Your people to resist his seductions 

and terrors; where he gains a foothold with false teaching or ungodly living, call them to 

repentance and holiness; and where he incites enemies against Your Word and Church, preserve 

Your saints in the faith so that they might rejoice to share in the sufferings of Christ. Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty God, as Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ ascended to your right hand, we give you 

thanks that our prayers arrive at Your throne properly, that when we speak your Word to others 

it does not return empty and we are kept safe from the works of the devil. Lord, in Your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, faithful Creator, remember all who suffer illness and affliction from this pandemic. 

Grant healing and recovery according to Your will, strengthen our faith, and protect us from 

every assault of the evil one upon body, mind and soul. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

O King of kings, You arise to protect Your people and scatter Your enemies. On this Memorial 

Day weekend, have mercy on all those who serve — or have served — in the armed forces, the 

police and in public service roles as Your instruments for our peace and safety. Protect them 

from all evil, sustain them in times of anxiety and violence, and grant them repentant hearts that 

rejoice in the peace won by Christ in His victory for them. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 

prayer. 

 

Heavenly Father, as the first Christians devoted themselves to prayer and worship following the 

departure of Christ Jesus by means of His glorious ascension, preserve us in the same until we 

are raised up with all the saints to Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 


