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Is God Impartial? 
 

 Christ is Risen!  (He is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!)    

 

And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, 
conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile… (1Pe 1:17 ESV) 
 

 We have spoken about the wonderful gift received even by infants through the holy 

sacrament of Baptism. Of the thousands of infants being born, why is it that some receive the 

greatest benefit that is available to any human being; that is, the forgiveness of sins and the gift 

of the Holy Spirit? The epistle reading from 1 Peter 1 says this about God: 

 

And if you call on him as Father (who) He judges impartially according to each one's 
deeds,  (1Pe 1:17 ESV) 
 

 Which leads to the question for this sermon: Do you really believe that God is impartial 

toward you judging you according to your deeds? And just what does that mean? Did God see 

something within certain children and adults that moved Him to make sure they were baptized? 

If so, how does that show He is impartial? 

 

 You know what judging someone impartially according to each one’s deeds sounds like? 

It sounds like a judge in a courtroom. He is not to make up his mind about the innocence or 

guilt of a defendant until all the evidence is in as to the person’s deeds. Is that the kind of God 

you want who examines your deeds while still able to be impartial? 

  

 One dictionary defines impartial as neutral, uninvolved, uncommitted, detached and 

dispassionate. That might be the kind of attitude you would want a jury to have toward you as a 

defendant but we do not regard God as uninvolved, detached and dispassionate. Here again we 

appear to run into a problem with the English translation.  

 

This is the only verse in the entire Bible in which this word (aprosopolemptos) translated 

as impartially appears. However, the Greek word has a definition that will help to solve our 

confusion. The Greek definition for the word “impartial” means to make a decision without 

respect of persons. 

  

 But what does that mean? There is another passage in which Peter actually writes that 

about God. It refers to that vision of unclean food he saw and heard a voice telling him three 

times to eat of it. At first he refused because it was ceremonially unclean. But then the voice 

came to him again a second time, "What God has made clean, do not call common." 
(Act 10:15) 
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 This vision Peter received took place at the same time that a Gentile man of faith named 

Cornelius had a vision hearing an angel tell him:  

 
"Your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. 
 5 And now send men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter. 
 6 He is lodging with one Simon, a tanner, whose house is by the sea." 
 7 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his servants and a devout soldier 
from among those who attended him, 
 8 and having related everything to them, he sent them to Joppa. (Act 10:4-8 ESV)  
 

 The text goes on that while Peter was wondering what the vision he saw on the rooftop 

meant, the men sent by Cornelius arrived and Peter went with them to meet Cornelius. What 

happened next is comforting to all Gentiles.  

 
25 When Peter entered, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him. 
 26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, "Stand up; I too am a man." 
 27 And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered. 
 28 And he said to them, "You yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit 
anyone of another nation, but God has shown me that I should not call any person common or 
unclean. 
 29 So when I was sent for, I came without objection. I ask then why you sent for me." 
 (Act 10:25-29 ESV) 

 

 While witnessing to Cornelius, Peter shared with him the vision he had and his new 

understanding about God: 

 
"Truly I understand that God shows no partiality, 
 35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 
 36 As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is 
Lord of all), (Act 10:34-36 ESV) 

 

 Peter continued with the message of both the cross and Easter that is to be Good News 

for all people without respect of persons such as their status or position in the world. All kinds 

of people are chosen to be saved including the widow with the mite or rich Joseph of Arimathea 

who permitted his tomb to be used to bury Jesus. Listen to what happened after Peter spoke: 

 
44 While Peter was still saying these things, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word. 
 45 And the believers from among the circumcised who had come with Peter were amazed, because 
the gift of the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles. 
 (Act 10:44-45 ESV) 

  

 You see, we do not have to decide why infants and adults are baptized. God is no 

respecter of persons, not even if you are the worse of sinners in this congregation or even of 

those who are not believers. In the first reading from Acts 2 for this Sunday, we read that even 

infants at Pentecost were baptized. 
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For the promise is for you and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord 
our God calls to himself." (Act 2:39 ESV) 

  

 The word for children as used in Acts 21:21 obviously refers to infants because 

circumcision took place at 8 days old: 

 

and they have been told about you that you teach all the Jews who are among the 
Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to circumcise their children or walk 
according to our customs. (Act 21:21 ESV) 
 

 Who hearing this Word of God would want God to be partial toward us according to our 

works? The verse is clear. God does not judge us partially in regard to our deeds but He regards 

us impartially because our sinful deeds have been forgiven by Jesus. The work of the devil is to 

cause us to be concerned over our hope for heaven because it is clear that each of us are so 

sinful. But recall the words Peter told Cornelius--a Gentile who many thought was not part of 

God’s close family. Peter said that God is not partial to one person over another. As 1Timothy, 

chapter 2 reveals: 

 
3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior,  4 who desires all people to be saved 
and to come to the knowledge of the truth.  (1Ti 2:3-4 ESV) 

 

 So today, every doubt any of us have as to whether God continues to love and save us is 

answered both for baptized adults and even for infants, for God Himself took them up in His 

arms as they were baptized into the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

May the peace of God that does pass all our understanding continue to be yours through faith in 

our resurrected Savior and LORD Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Church       Third Sunday of Easter    

 

Lord God, we live in a crooked world at odds with Your purpose. Open our eyes to see Your 

hand at work among us, and make our hearts burn with faith in Your presence, that we may not 

fear but trust in You for all things. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Holy Father, at times we question whether you truly regard us as your children. We thank you 

for the promises connected to holy baptism that assure us of having been adopted into the 

family of God. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

God of power, reign in the powers of darkness and end the reign of war, violence, terror and the 

virus that is causing such sorrow and fear. Give to us and to all nations leaders who will seek 

peace and work for the common good. Instill in them a love of righteousness and guide them in 

the pursuit of impartial justice for all. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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God of compassion, those who suffer cry to You in their need. Hear them and answer them with 

grace sufficient for all their needs. Heal the sick according to Your will, comfort all the 

wounded and give to the dying Your peace. In our hearts we especially pray for …….You are 

our health and strength for this life and for eternal life. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Gracious God, in Your Word and Sacraments, Your Son dwells with us and Your Spirit leads 

our fearful hearts to faith. Help us to know You through Your Word and to receive soon the 

precious food of Christ’s flesh and blood, that we may follow Christ to everlasting life. Lord, in 

Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Creator of the world and sustainer of the earth, we pray for suitable weather that will nourish 

the crops until the harvest as you work again to see that the ground brings forth proper fruit and 

vegetables. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 

 

Almighty Father, give us the joy of Christ’s victory over sin and death, and help us to manifest 

this victory in holy, upright and godly lives. Receive our thanks for hearing our prayers and 

receive our thanks for giving us all things through Jesus Christ, our Lord, we pray. Amen. 

 

 

 


