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Thanksgiving Eve Communion Service:  7:00pm Wednesday, November 26 

 at Immanuel CHURCH, 906 E Grant St. 
 

From Our Pastor 
When the circumstances of your life seem to be spinning out of control -- with pieces flying off and the damage increasing 
-- it is hard to see and to remember:  Jesus has ascended to the right hand of the Father and is holding all things together.   
 

["Jesus} is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation. For by Him all things 
were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or 
rulers or authorities- all things were created through Him and for Him.  And He is before all 
things, and in Him all things hold together."    (Colossians 1:15-17)     

 
Unrest and problems mount up in the news and in our days.  Yet, this is still true:  Our crucified and 
resurrected Lord is able to work all things for good for those who love Him and are called according to 
His purpose (Romans 8:28).  Even the sin of the world (clearly not His will), will be material He uses 
to reveal His will.   His resurrection is proof of it.   
 
This last Sunday of the Church year is an occasion to rejoice in the resurrection of Jesus, to keep faith in the Triune God, 
and to continue dancing and marching to the beat of His song.  Frankly, the Bible doesn't sound out the tune for us, but 
the lyrics are clear: 

"Oh come, let us sing to the LORD; let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!  
 

Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving; let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!  
 

For the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.  
In his hand are the depths of the earth; the heights of the mountains are his also.  
The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands formed the dry land.  
Oh come, let us worship and bow down; let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!

  

For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.  
Psalm 95:1-7   

 
Hanging our heads in submission to sin is tempting, but not necessary.  Christ is risen.  He is the Rock, the Good 
Shepherd, and the Lamb.  He is alive, and we will be raised, too.  Alleluia!  He's holding all things together. 

        
 

 
Kathy and I invite you to a brief reception in the Church Fellowship Hall this Wednesday 
evening, prior to our Thanksgiving Eve Service.  Our foster children, K & B, will be returning 
to their parents very soon, and we know some of you would like an opportunity to greet and 
bless them as they make this transition.  Thank you for loving, welcoming, and praying for 
them.  Please, no gifts at all.  The reception will be in the Church (906 E Grant St.) Fellowship 
Hall from 6:30-6:50pm.  After it, let's all thank the Triune God for His temporal and eternal 
blessings!  
 

 

Advent Evening Worship at IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH, 906 East Grant St. 

7:00pm on Wednesdays, December 3, 10, & 17 

"Lo He Comes With Clouds Descending" 
Advent meditations from 1 Thessalonians 

 
 
"Home For The Holidays" is the special Lutheran Hour Ministries Advent & Christmas 
devotional booklet you can pick up for free today!  Use a simple Advent Wreath and carve out an extra 6 minutes daily to 
focus on Christ in the weeks leading to Christmas.  It's for you ... and for others, as you will be a good example to them 
and a Christian who is praying for others.  God bless you this Advent!   Indulge less.  Pray more.  Worship Christ.  
Rejoice!  
 
Thanks to all who helped with the Community pre-Thanksgiving Dinner on 
Wednesday night at Prarieview Community Center.  We're glad to share 
this meal with our neighbors at Prairieview in conjunction with St. George's 
Anglican Church.  It was a great event!  Special thanks to Matt, Eric, Chris, 
Mitch, Linda, Terry, April, Denis, and pastor.   And to Bryce Dexter of St. 
George's, who did all the cooking!   Pictured at right are most of the 
volunteers of the evening. 
 
Today being the end of the Church year, we are moving from year "A" in 
the worship pericopes (Scripture Lessons, mostly) to "B."  You'll notice that most of the Gospel Lessons in the new year 
will be from the Gospel of Mark (and last year they were mostly form Matthew).  The church calendar keeps pointing us to 
Jesus and away from ourselves.  Thanks, Lord!  
 

Today our Sunday Bible Study in the Church fellowship hall will resume with "The Family Project."  The past two sessions 
have been powerful, true and helpful.  This week the focus is on "Children as Image-bearers."  



CAMPUS MINISTRY!   Students...    Saturday, December 6, 3:00-5:00pm ... Come help set up the Advent 
Decorations around our Student Center!   AND...   Monday, December 15,  6:00-7:00pm.  Get stoked in Finals 
Week with "Breakfast For Dinner!"  A hearty breakfast will be served for all WIU students at 6:00pm in the 
Student Ctr. basement Fellowship Hall.  Will there be bacon?      

Next Week on The Lutheran Hour …7:30AM at 96.7FM   "Watching and Waiting"  Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran 
Hour: Rev. Ken Klaus Christians serve God and their neighbors as they watch and wait for Christ's return.   (Mark 13:33) 

The Church Council will meet Monday, December 8, to prepare the 2015 Budget for the Lord's Work through Immanuel.  
7:00pm at the Student Center.   

 
Ladies! Thursday, December 11 is the LWML's Christmas Fellowship Evening. We'll begin at 6 PM at 
Magnolia's where each will order off the menu. From there we will travel to Sally Powell's home (222 S. 
College) for a devotion, dessert and $5.00 gift exchange. ALL WOMEN are invited to attend this evening of 
food, fun, & fellowship.    

 
Elaine Vanni would like to give a praise of Thanksgiving for Bob's successful surgery last week. He is at Heartland for  
rehab and should be able to return home after therapy. Thank you to all who prayed for us.  Elaine 

 
 ALTAR FLOWERS.  
It’s time to sign up for altar flowers to enhance our worship at Immanuel for 2015. The cost is $25.00 to provide 
flowers for two Sundays. The sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board at Immanuel. If you have questions, 
contact Miriam Satern at 837-2808 or MN-Satern@wiu.edu. 

 
Our Church Council has posted a packet of info concerning the Comfort Dog ministry on the bulletin boards at the 
Church and Student Center. Also, take time to read the copies of the article showcasing the comfort dogs from the 
Lutheran Women's Quarterly.  It's an interesting OUTREACH ministry of mercy. 
 

Have you used the "Hope Chest" at the Church or Student Center?  Submit a card with your hope, question, suggestion, 
or "attaboy" for our congregational leaders!  

 
Advent and Christmas Decorations should be up around the Church building, inside and out, by Saturday, December 6th 
(second Sunday of Advent).  The Advent Wreath will be up by November 30, of course.  Will you help coordinate a 
"Hanging of the Greens" party to get the Church ready for this holy season?   
 

THE  LORD WILLING, THIS WEEK THROUGH IMMANUEL   & Today’s Light Bible Readings 
Sunday November 23 
Lutheran Hour (96.7 FM)    7:30 AM  
Worship Service (C)    8:30 AM 
Christian Education (C)    9:45 AM 
Worship Service (SC)                          11:00 AM 
Monday  November 24         Psalms 83:1-89:52 
Preschool Class (C)      8:30 AM  
Tuesday  November 25        Psalms 90:1-95:11 
Adult Bible Study (C)                                        7:00 PM   
Wednesday  November 26  Psalms 96:1:101-8 
  Foster Reception (C)    6:30pm 
 Thanksgiving Communion Service (C)           7:00 PM  

 Thursday  November 27      Psalms 102:1-106:48 
      Happy Thanksgiving Day 
  Friday November 28           Psalm 107:1-113:9  
   Office Closed    
  Saturday November 29      Psalms 114:1-118:29 
    Sunday  November 30   
 Lutheran Hour (96.7 FM)    7:30 AM  
 Worship Service (C)    8:30 AM 
 Christian Education (C)    9:45 AM 
 Worship Service (SC)                          11:00 AM  
 
              SC =Student Center (303 N. Clay)  C = Church (906 E. Grant) 

 
 
Thankfulness: An Overlooked Way to Fight Sin  ...  "Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, 
with thanksgiving, present your requests to God." Phil. 4:6 
 
Paul knew that we cannot just stop being anxious. Worried thoughts have a way of creeping back into our minds, no matter how hard 
we try to ignore them. Therefore, he instructs us to replace worrying with 'prayer and petition, with thanksgiving.' When you are in a 
dispute, it is natural to dwell on your difficult circumstances or on the wrong things that the other person has done or may do to you. 
The best way to overcome this negative thinking is to replace it with more constructive thoughts, such as praising God for his grace 
through the gospel, thanking him for the many things he has already done for you in this and other situations, and praying for 
assistance in dealing with your current challenges (cf. Matt. 6:25-34). 
 
When you remind yourself of God's faithfulness in the past and ally yourself with him today, you will discover that your anxiety is being 
steadily replaced with confidence and trust (cf. Isa 26:3). In fact, recalling God's faithfulness and thanking him for his deliverance in the 
past was one of the primary ways the Israelites overcame their fears when they faced overwhelming problems (e.g. Psalms 18, 46, 68, 
77, 78, 105, 106, 107, 136; Neh. 9:5-37).      Taken from The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal Conflict   by Ken Sande, Updated Edition 

(Grand Rapids, Baker Books, 2003) p. 86-87. 

 
Food for Thought:    Thankfulness for what God has done for us is a very important--but often overlooked--key to overcoming sin in our 
lives. Anxiety (as Ken discusses above) is one common area of sin. In this case, thankfulness corrects our perspective, reminding us of 
God's past faithfulness and his sure promise to care for us in the future. 
 
The apostle Paul also prescribes thankfulness as the antidote for other sins with which we struggle. In Ephesians 4 and 5, Paul exhorts 
us to put off the sins of our flesh, replacing them with behaviors that reflect our new nature in Christ. He specifically mentions foolish 
talk, crude joking, sexual immorality, covetousness and debauchery as behaviors that the Christian is to replace with thanksgiving (Eph 
5:3-4; 18-20). So much sin is rooted in selfishness and pride; thankfulness loosens the grip that these sins have on our hearts. 
 
The holiday season can be a time that induces a great deal of anxiety and conflict. In the United States, we enter this season with a day 
of remembering the many things for which we can be thankful. As you anticipate celebrating Thanksgiving next week, take a moment to 
consider ways that cultivating a thankful heart can help you to overcome sins that you have been battling or conflicts that you anticipate 
will arise. 
 


