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Christmas in July!  This Saturday evening, July 25 at Immanuel CHURCH, 906 E Grant 
St.  Invite friends and neighbors to come to the Church for a fun hour of neighborhood 
friendship -- and Christmas!   
 
It's kind of a gimmick, yes.  Five months before 
Christmas we're celebrating Christmas.  But it's also a 
sincere effort to welcome friends and neighbors to get to 
know us -- and to know that Christmas is all about 
them.*   
 

Invite them for Snow cones! Music!  More!  Mitch Standard and Lynde France are in 
charge -- let them know how you'd like to help.   
 
*Them?  Yes!  Sinners are the reason Jesus was born, suffered, died, and rose.  He's our 
one Redeemer.   
 

            Sat, July 25, 7-8pm.  Joy for the world!  
 

 
 

 
"The Son of Man came not be served..."   Let's admit it.  Most of the time, we like being served.  Our way.  Maybe that's 
one of the base sins you confessed this morning in the beginning of the Service:  selfishness.   
 
"...but to give His life as a ransom for many."  (Mk 10:45)   He empted Himself for us who are full of ourselves in order that 
it be safe for us to empty ourselves of self-righteousness* so we could be filled by Him.  Huh?  It's the Gospel.   
 
5000 men, plus women and children, makes a good crowd at our Hansen Field, cheering on the Leathernecks this Fall.  
5000+ people had no hope of eating well that evening in Galilee.  The apostles were no help.  Until they confessed that 
they were powerless.   
 
Isn't that the way it is with you?  You try and try to be a better servant, less of a sinner, and more of a saint, but you end 
up confessing that you cannot, by your own reason or strength, clean yourself up, or get up the gusto to walk across the 
street to invite your neighbor to the "Christmas in July" event. Then you break down and pray,  
 "Lord, I can't do it.   
 Empty me of my fear and pride.   
 You do it, through me.   
 Forgive, renew, and lead me.  For Christ's sake."   
 
And He does.  With leftovers.  Plenty!   
 
*which is no righteousness.   

 
 
 
Today our congregation will prayerfully elect lay leaders for Immanuel’s ministry in the coming year.  It is good to be here 
as the Body of Christ ... together!  Terms of service begin September 1st.  Nominations:

• President  -- Chris Frankhauser 
• Vice-President  --  Marc Troxel 

• Recording Secretary -- Sally Powell 

• Treasurer  -- Hans Moll 

• Financial Secretary  -- Kathy Coats 
• Council of Elders   

• Board of Education -- Lynde France 

• Board of Fellowship  --  
• Board of Outreach  --  
• Board of Trustees  -- Mike Powell 
• Preschool -- Michelle Wenndt 

• Council Member at Large -- Tom Quick
 

Please donate your outdated editions of Portals of Prayer so they can be sent to the Menard Correctional Center and 
bless the inmates there.  The receptacle is in the narthex.  Thanks! - Elaine Vanni 

 
FREE editions of the current Portals of Prayer are available in the narthex, or in your pew.  BTW, what do you think of the 
new page format?  Share your thoughts with the publisher!  

 



At the suggestion of our members and students, we're going to continue 
talking Biblically and lovingly about the gift of sex.  The past two sermons 
regarding sex were pretty well received.  Now, I urge all parents to read 
the book available in the narthex today: How To Talk Confidently To 
Your Children About Sex .  I wish I had read it when our children were 
toddlers to when they were teens.  It costs $12, but if you can't afford 
that, pay whatever you can.  Pick it up today.  Time is crucial for your 
kids.  It's good.  -- Pastor B  
 

 

Wayne and Nancy Royer will travel to Las Vegas to visit Nancy's mom next month.   Can you give them a ride one of the 
days to or from Peoria's airport?  Monday, Aug 17 1:15pm depart from Peoria ... Aug 24 1:00pm arrival in Peoria 

 
We realize that people rarely respond to an appeal that's only written in the green sheet announcements.  We 
like to be asked personally.  And it helps to place our name on a volunteer line, so we can't go on thinking, 
"someone else probably is going to do that."   Please consider this a personal request.   And please take a 
moment after worship to put your name on the list posted on the narthex dry-erase board next to one of these 
tasks.  It will really help!   Thanks!  

We need some help around our student center building and grounds.  We're immensely thankful for the work that's been 
done the past month.  The parking lot, sidewalks, bushes, grass, flower beds, etc, look so much better!  Thanks.  Here are 
some remaining tasks:  

� Pull all furniture out of the apartment and into the fellowship hall.  ______________________ 
� Thoroughly mop the apartment floors.  ______________________ 
� After the apartment is mopped, thoroughly mop the fellowship hall. ______________________ 
� Consider this:  is it time to remove the 4" carpet border around the basement walls?  It's been wet quite a few 

times.  What do you think?   
� Sanitize and store away all the kitchen items on the counters in the basement kitchen. _____________________ 
� Cut into strips and haul out the carpet and pad from the basement lounge. ______________________ 
� Wash the outdoor message board inside and out. ______________________ 
� Patch the concrete at the base of the  west steps. ______________________ 
� Remove pine needles from around the AC units on the north side.  ______________________ 
� Replace the broken parking lot light. ______________________  

 
 
Wow.  Students will return to Macomb in about a month!   We have a 
wonderful and ripe mission field among us.  We also have many mission partners among us 
in the students who come to our ministry.  This past week we had a Skype Board Meeting of 
our student leaders:  Devin Biggs, Matt DeSalvo, Ryan Sutera (previous president), 
Stephanie Bergland, Wade Waterstreet.  These students, and more, are gifts to us ... and 
like us, they want to reach out to more students -- national and international.  Continue 
praying for our campus ministry now.  Pray that we'll be ready to bring God's Law and 
Gospel to men and women in this vital and dangerous time of their lives.   
Update:  Rev. Joel Cluver, our Central Illinois District staff person overseeing our campus 
ministry visited with our Church Council on Monday night.  As usual, it was a great meeting, 
in which Rev. Cluver thanked us for our work with students, and reiterated that the CID 

remains committed to campus ministry here.  Thanks be to God.  He also thanked us for taking care of the Student Center 
building.  We are blessed to be in campus ministry.   
 

Pastor Burdick and family will be on vacation Tuesday morning through Friday afternoon this week.  In case of 
emergency, contact one of our elders (Tom Burtch, Bob Coats, Doug Erickson -- or you can leave pastor a message on 
his mobile phone at 309-255-5580).   
 
Janel Dranes will be in our student center office Tuesday through Friday, 10:00am to Noon, as our interim secretary this 
week.  She, too, could reach Pastor or the elders in case of need.  Thank you.  
 
fyi ... Pastor will also be on vacation August 2nd (after Service) through 9th.  Rev. Michael Bahr will be our guest preacher 
on August 9!  

 
NOTE:   We return to our 2-Service Sunday schedule on August 16:  8:30am Service at CHURCH and 11:00am Service 
at our Student Center!  Through August 9, it's one Service at 8:30am at the Student Center.  
 

The first few cars I was able to drive were never owned by me.  -- a member of Immanuel      "We know that God is 
the owner because He created us.  We also know that God is the owner because He gave His Son to redeem us by His 
innocent suffering and death.  Titus 2:14 says, “[Jesus] gave Himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to 
purify for Himself a people for His own possession who are zealous for good works.”  The Apostle Paul also tells us, “Do 
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you have from God?  You are not your own, 
for you were bought with a price.  So glorify God in your body.” (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).  Acknowledging God as the 
owner, we faith-fully use our lives and resources to His glory. 

 
FYI:  John Zimmerman has completed his vicarage in Norman, Oklahoma and is presently in Ft. Wayne.  But in a  week 
and a half he journeys to Kenya to visit our Synod's mission efforts there.  He'll visit Macomb sometime this Fall and be 
our preacher.  Lord willing, he'll be receiving his call into the parish next April!  
 
A little boy pulls on the preacher's hand to get his attention.  Then says, "I'm going to give you money when I grow up." 
The preacher says, "Thank you very much but why do you want to give me money when you grow up?" 
The little boy replies, "My dad says that you are the "poorest" preacher we have ever had."  


