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From our Pastor ... 
 
"What I was trying to say was ..." 
My lovely wife has said that I ought to put in writing 
what I was attempting to say through so many tears on 
June 29 before the Prayer of the Church.  I announced 
that our daughter and son-in-law, Ammon & Troy, are 
matched with a birth mom to adopt the twin boys she is 
carrying.  I was not so choked up by the joy of this 
adoption plan (which is good news on many levels), 
but more by the gracious will of God, who has placed 
into our life for a time the foster twins we are caring for 
right now.  God works all things to good -- even hard 
things or times of suffering -- and we see this in the 
way that our birth children and our church family have 
come alongside the twins to provide for them.  And 
now we see how the twins have served, too, partly as a 
training ground for another chapter in God's gracious 
plan for two boys about to be born, and a woman with 
courage and Christian faith, named Trish.   
 
God is always trustworthy.  "We are heirs," -- children  
of God -- Paul says in the epistle this morning.  With 
trust He both supplies and proves worthy of, you follow 
Him in the valleys of this life. And the peaks of joy and 
awe.   The cross of Jesus Christ and His resurrection 
tomb make it safe to trust Him and to love your 
neighbor.  Always.   
 
Thanks for your patience.  Even more, thank God for 
His omnipotent and gracious hand in which to rest.   

 
 
On management of life and all its blessings...  “So 
then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 
according to the flesh.” Romans 8:12    We owe the 
flesh, the world, and the devil nothing at all. We are not 
debtors to these enemies: we are freed by the blood of 
Christ. We are joyful servants in Christ’s kingdom – 
servants that He calls friends. We share our Lord’s 
plans and purposes – and this gives direction and 
purpose to our lives. 
 

Mercy and Life Together ministry... 
Many of you heard the report from the 
servant team members who volunteered 
in Bethesda homes in Springfield last 
month.  Donna Marlow has reached out 
to Mosaic, a service provider similar to 

Bethesda with homes right here in Macomb, asking if 
we could serve their residents by painting for them.  
We'll hear back from them in the coming weeks and 
will probably have a presentation on Mosaic's work.  If 
you're interested in this type of volunteer service, 
speak with Pastor or with Donna and Ciara Marlow.   
 

The Church Quilters are having an All Day Quilting 
Project,  August 6th from 9 AM to 2 PM. Lunch will be 
provided!! Along with our regulars Quilts we are trying 
something new......Tied Fleece Blankets NO SEWING 
required. Anyone can do this. Please come and enjoy 
the fun....All are welcome. --   Sally Powell 

Next Week on The Lutheran Hour … 7:30 AM "Hope 
Worth Waiting For" Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. 
Gregory Seltz  In Christ, we wait in hope and 
confidence that our struggles have purpose for our life 
now and in the world to come. (Romans 8:18-27) 

 

Can't make it to Sunday Service?   
Worship Monday at 7pm at the Student Center! 

 
Doug Bender will ordained and installed as Associate 
Pastor at St. Paul Lutheran in Decatur this afternoon at 
3pm.  He is the son of our former Circuit Counselor, 
Pastor Hal Bender.  Praise God!  
 
Our congregation will prayerfully nominate and elect 
lay leaders for Immanuel’s ministry next Sunday, July 
20, 2014 at 9:45am.  Terms of service begin 
September 1st.  All members of Immanuel are 
welcome and urged to submit nominations, and you 
may prayerfully nominate yourself.     Nominations may 
be made  to Mitch Standard, Mary Strode, or Pastor 
Burdick.  Nominations thus far include:  

• President: Mitch Standard  

• Vice-President: Chris Frankhauser  

• Recording Secretary: Sally Powell  

• Treasurer: Bill Polley  

• Financial Secretary: Kathy Coats  

• Council of Elders:  add Doug Erickson;  Tom 
Burtch & Bob Coats continue service 

• Board of Education:   _______________ 

• Board of Fellowship:   Amy Quinn 

• Board of Outreach:   Mary Strode 

• Board of Trustees: Mike Powell  

• Preschool:   Karen Burtch 

• Council Member at Large:   _____________ 
Also on the agenda next Sunday is prayerful 
consideration of a Marriage Policy for our 
congregation, recommended by our Synod, intended to 
speak the truth in love (Ephesians 4:15) and uphold 
God's design for marriage.  The proposed policy, with 
some supporting materials, is available in the narthex 
today.   
 

THE LORD WILLING, THIS WEEK THROUGH IMMANUEL                
& Today’s Light Bible Readings 

Sunday  July 13           
  Lutheran Hour (96.7 FM)                            7:30 AM   
  Communion Service (C)                                           8:30 AM 
  Bible Study (C)                9:45 AM 
Monday  July 14      2 Samuel 11:1-12:31      
  Evening PrayerService (SC)                                   7:00 PM 
Tuesday  July 15               2 Samuel 13:1-14:24  
Wednesday  July 16 2 Samuel 14:25-16:23 
Thursday  July 17  2 Samuel 17:1-18:33      
Friday July 18          2 Samuel 19:1-29 
Saturday July 19               2 Samuel 21:1-22:51  
Sunday  July  20          
  Lutheran Hour (96.7 FM)                            7:30 AM   
  Communion Service (C)                                           8:30 AM 
  Voters Assembly (C)                            9:45 AM 
   SC =Student Center (303 N. Clay)      C = Church (906 E. Grant) 

 
 
 

 
 go to http://reformation500.csl.edu/ 

for great resources about God's grace and truth in 
Jesus, connected to the 500th anniversary of The 
Reformation (quickly coming up in 3 years!).   
 
 
 
 



Going the Wrong Way Down a One-Way Street 
"Because most of us do not like to admit that we have 
sinned, we tend to conceal, deny, or rationalize our 
wrongs. If we cannot completely cover up what we 
have done, we try to minimize our wrongdoing by 
saying that we simply made a "mistake" or an "error in 
judgment." Another way to avoid responsibility for our 
sins is to shift the blame to others or to say that they 
made us act the way we did. When our wrongs are too 
obvious to ignore, we practice what I call the 40/60 
Rule. It goes something like this: "Well, I know I'm not 
perfect, and I admit I am partially to blame for this 
problem. I'd say that about 40% of the fault is mine. 
That means 60% of the fault is hers. Since she is 20% 
more to blame than I am, she should be the one to ask 
for forgiveness." I never actually say or think these 
exact words, but I often catch myself resorting to this 
tactic in subtle ways. By believing that my sins have 
been more than canceled by another's sins, I can 
divert attention from myself and avoid repentance and 
confession." 
Taken from The Peacemaker: A Biblical Guide to Resolving Personal 
Conflict  by Ken Sande, Updated Edition (Grand Rapids, Baker 
Books, 2003) p. 120. 
 

& Food for Thought 
"It's two-way street, you know ... I did stuff, but he did 
stuff, too! Why aren't we talking about HIS stuff?" 
These words, which were spoken in the midst of an 
actual conflict, reflect another variation of the 40/60 
rule Ken mentions above. We say it's a two-way street, 
but the problem is that in reality we still treat it like a 
one-way street. "When the other person is willing to 
'drive' to me, only then will I think about confessing my 
part of the conflict." 
 
But that's not the way Jesus spells things out in Luke 
6:41-42. There he gives his famous words on "getting 
the log out" of your own eye first, before you ever get 
around to removing the splinter from your brother's or 
sister's eye. And just a few verses earlier, Jesus tells 
us to love our enemies, and do good, and lend, 
expecting nothing in return. (Luke 6:35) 
 
What about the confessions we make? Do we withhold 
our confession until we have assurance that the other 
person will confess his or her part? Or are we willing to 
confess "expecting nothing in return"? It is a two-way 
street, but the responsibility that God calls each of us 
to is all one-way.   

 
Our new Church website is being well 
received.   Check it out at  
   www.ImmanuelMacomb.com 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Here are some projects around our properties to uphold and 
enhance the ministry: 
At the CHURCH: 

1. check the locks on the outdoor message sign.  The 
keys are very hard to use in them.   

2. wash the inside and outside of the message sign. 
3. organize the library books 
4. defrost the freezer in the youth room.  The fan 

blades hit the ice, making lots of noise.   
5. Evaluate parking lot concrete cracks 
6. others?  

At the STUDENT CENTER 
1. kill weeds in numerous places (sunken garden, 

above and below; parking lot edges & entrances, 
etc,) 

2. trim bushes on east side and pull vines and weeds 
3. replace the broken parking lot light; have all four 

lights operational 
4. put better covers on the outdoor drains to keep 

them from clogging with debris during rains 
5. place mulch on the sunken garden top edge (mulch 

is in the shed/closet) 
6. sweep the parking lot 
7. wash the inside and outside of the message sign. 
8. replace bulbs (and ballast?) in message sign  
9. remove pine needles from northside steps leading 

to the furnace room 
10. remove pine needs from around AC units on north 

side 
11. clean off the garbage can pad along Chandler 

street. 
12. organize the library books 
13. remove the chain from the posts on the north end of 

the parking lot. 
14. trim trees as necessary 
15. repaint the yellow warning stripes on the east 

sidewalk and the threshold going into the east door 
16. evaluate outdoor lighting.  Perhaps Impact Grant 

funds could be used to improve it, including 
replacement of the sagging conduit attached to the 
building. Change from a time-clock to a darkness-
activated sensor switch?  

17.  Wash West windows, inside and out.   
18. Repair the cigarette-butt receptacle near the east 

door (needs epoxy glue to reattach the two chunks 
that have fallen off).  

19. and if you see a task that needs attention, take it up 
or discuss it with Pastor Burdick.  

Anyone can help.  Please do!   THANK YOU for 
volunteering to keep the properties God has entrusted to us 
beautiful and welcoming for Gospel ministry.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


